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CONTINUOUS REVISION—A PROBLEM 


N the past few years “Continuous 

revision” has become an increas- 
ingly frequent phrase used in the ad- 
vertising of encyclopedic works. In 
reviewing such publications the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin has reported 
with as much care as possible the ex- 
tensiveness of revisions in connection 
with the individual title under con- 
sideration. The reviewers have tried to 
point out, with fairness both to readers 
and to publishers, the strength and 
weakness in the revision of certain 
works, but have not, because of their 
attention to specific titles, attempted 
an over-all picture of what “continuous 
revision” means, nor have they sum- 
marized what the publishers are 


doing to produce up-to-date works. 

Few modern encyclopedia makers 
publish a completely new edition in 
one printing. Such a task would in- 
volve too large a staff and far too great 
an investment both of money and time. 
Instead, a program of scrutiny of all 
subjects in an encyclopedia is worked 
out on a planned timetable covering a 
number of years. Extremely “live” 
topics may be revised with each print- 
ing of a work and such items as popu- 
lation figures, or death dates added 
whenever changes are recorded. Other 
topics which do not warrant such im- 
mediate change, are gone over at less 
frequent, but nevertheless, scheduled 
intervals, bibliographies are brought 
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up to date, new pictures added, etc. In 
some cases the original article may 
need only the addition of a paragraph 
on new developments; in others it may 
require complete rewriting. The de- 
cision to revise one article forces a 
consideration of all related topics. For 
instance, a revision of the main article 
in one encyclopedia on the subject of 
iron and steel, called for new articles 
on at least seventeen topics directly 
connected with it and many other 
minor changes. From the standpoint of 
the reviewer, the consistency of such 
revision is of great importance, yet the 
reviewer and user need to recognize 
the tremendous amount of work neces- 
sary for one such change and to make 
allowances for the fact that all related 
articles on a single subject may not be 
changed in one printing. Advance in- 
formation from a publisher may in- 
dicate to the reviewers further changes 
due in a coming edition. In fairness to 
the prospective purchaser, however, 
the reviewer must consider the actual 
set under review and is obligated to 
point out inconsistencies, particularly 
those of major proportions. 

On the mechanical side of the con- 
tinuous revision program the following 
points should be recognized. Minor 
revisions are taken care of by patching 
or plugging of existing plates. Changes 
may be large, so that a number of 
pages may be entirely reset. Any 
increase in the length of an article 
brings with it the problem of pagina- 
tion. In a multi-volume work a com- 
plete renumbering of pages with each 
revision is impossible; nor can the pub- 
lishers enlarge the work indefinitely. 
Hence elimination of less important 
material is necessary. Occasionally 
supplementary pages must be added 
where cutting in the vicinity of the 
enlarged or new topic is not possible, 


but in general, the total number of 
pages in a volume and in a printing is 
definitely limited and allocated by the 
publisher for each revision of a work. 

Present paper shortages and poor 
quality have handicapped publishers 
greatly. Reviewers and purchasers 
must recognize this fact, and make 
necessary allowances. 

Another mechanical problem which 
needs to be recognized is that all vol- 
umes of an encyclopedia are not sent 
to the printers at one time. Of neces- 
sity, the printing schedule is as con- 
tinuous as the revision schedule. Pub- 
lishers estimate that the time lapse 
between the beginning of a revision of 
an encyclopedia and its final appear- 
ance may be from twelve to fourteen 
months, and often even longer. Most 
of them at present follow the plan that 
an individual volume may be subject 
to change up to the date that particular 
volume goes into actual printing. As 
a result the encyclopedia may always 
be more up to date in one volume than 
another. Since the closing date for 
each volume is different and the vari- 
ous volumes are not sent to the printer 
in numerical or alphabetical order, it 
is not always true that the last volumes 
of a set are more up to date than those 
at the beginning as one might expect 
them to be. 

Encyclopedia publishers are always 
having to effect a compromise between 
timeliness and background material of 
permanent value. Too much emphasis 
on “continuous revision” tends to en- 
courage the reader to consider up-to- 
date information more important than 
fundamental factual material. No en- 
cyclopedia can ever expect to be a 
substitute for a newspaper, or even for 
an annual review of progress. No user 
or reviewer should expect it to be. 
Publication of yearbooks and other 
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supplements should be expected to ful- 
fill this current need. Advertising 
would do well to lay less emphasis on 
up-to-dateness and more on the thor- 
oughness and consistency of the 
changes. 

“Continuous revision” is likely to re- 
main a basic part of all encyclopedia- 
makers’ programs. Mutual understand- 
ing of the problems involved both from 
the publisher’s and the consumer’s 






point of view is important. The Sub- 
scription Books Committee hopes to 
do all it can to further such under- 
standing. Consideration of many such 
problems is being planned for the joint 
meeting of publishers, reviewers and 
users of the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin to be held at the American Li- 
brary Association meeting in June, in 
Buffalo. 


REVIEWS 


The Aircraft Year Book for 1945; Offi- 
cial Publication of Aeronautical 
Chamber of Commerce of America, 
Inc.; Howard Mingos, editor. 27th an- 
nual ed. 23cm. New York, Lanciar 
Publishers, Inc. c1945. ix, 688p. illus. 
cloth $6. 


The Aircraft Year Book, first issued 
in 1919 by the Manufacturers’ Aircraft 
Association, has been a publication of 
the Aeronautical Chamber of Com- 
merce of America since 1922, either 
under its own imprint or through an- 
other publisher. This is the second year 
of publication by Lanciar. 

Sponsorship, contents, and the inclu- 
sion of a large number of advertise- 
ments indicate that the Aircraft Year 
Book is primarily intended for those 
who make aviation a business. More 
than half of the volume consists of 
chapters reviewing various aspects of 
the previous year in aviation. Some of 
these deal with the war, and others 
with the activities of federal agencies 
and trade organizations. An account 
of the year’s work of the various manu- 
facturers with descriptions of many 
plane models comprises several chap- 
ters. 

About thirty pages of “Flying Facts 
and Figures” follow the main text. This 


statistical section has been expanded 
considerably, as compared with other 
recent issues of the Year Book. In most 
of the statistical tables, figures are 
complete through 1944. In general, 
sources are given for the statistics re- 
lating to civil aviation, but not for those 
on military aviation. The last section 
of the book is a directory, covering the 
various relevant branches of the gov- 
ernment, aviation organizations, air- 
lines, and, most extensively, manufac- 
turers. 

The volume on the whole is well in- 
dexed. In addition to a table of con- 
tents, lists of illustrations, index of 
advertisers, and general index, the 
directory of manufacturers includes a 
classified listing. Additional subject 
indexing of the chapters describing 
operations of the various companies 
would be useful. 

The text section is liberally illus- 
trated with half tones, and with three- 
view drawings of more than thirty 
types of planes. The entire volume is 
printed on a good quality of coated 
paper; the binding is possibly a little 
light for the weight of the book. 

Its detailed information about manu- 
facturers makes the Aircraft Year Book 
indispensable for business libraries. 
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Other libraries will find in it a good 
collection of aviation statistics and a 
useful summary of aeronautical devel- 
opments in 1944, particularly as they 
concern technical improvements in 
plane models. It is recommended. 


The Airman’s Almanac; ed. by Francis 
Walton. 21cm. New York, Farrar & 
Rinehart, Inc. c1945. 512p. illus. 
cloth $2; pa. $1. 

This is the first issue of a work de- 
scribed as the “Annual Book of the 
Air Age.” Designed to reach a wide 
public, it is being distributed through 
the International Circulation Co.,news- 
dealers. The editor, Francis Walton, 
has been aviation editor of New York 
Herald Tribune. 

Like other almanacs of the World 
or Farmer’s type (with which it is to 
be compared rather than with the pub- 
lications of the Nautical Almanac 
Office) its contents are so diverse that 
they are difficult to summarize. There 
are articles on such subjects as “Pro- 
pellers,” “Flying Weather,” “Odd ‘Un- 
official’ Aviation Organizations” (in- 
cluding the Short Snorters), “Air 
Dietetics,” and “Famous Aviation Con- 
troversies.” Such important documents 
as the Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938, 
corresponding British and Canadian 
acts, and international aviation agree- 
ments are reprinted in full. 

Considerable emphasis is given to 
aviation records and awards, and to 
the achievements of “aces” in the two 
World Wars. There are numerous lists 
covering such topics as famous planes, 
disasters, flights that failed. Finally 
there is a generous sprinkling of anec- 
dotes and curious facts. 

The conception of scope as the air 
age, not merely aviation, is illustrated 
by the inclusion of the standard chart 


of Basic English words. Such material 
is irrelevant from the library point of 
view, but not perhaps for the individual 
purchaser. 

Numerous statistical tables are scat- 
tered throughout, with 1943 the usual 
terminal date. Comparison of the lists 
of Congressional committee members 
with those in the 1945 Aircraft Year 
Book suggests however that the Al- 
manac was compiled only about two 
months earlier than the Yearbook. 
Sources are given for most of the 
statistics. 

Precise evaluation of much of the 
material is not easy. Articles are un- 
signed and some bear the marks of 
careless compilation. Most of the ar- 
ticles on technical subjects such as 
meteorology seem to be so limited as to 
be of value only to small libraries 
which might not have more detailed 
information. Likewise some of the more 
general historical articles would add 
little to the resources of a large library. 
However, articles on more out-of-the- 
way subjects, e.g., individual airlines, 
may well prove most useful. On the 
whole, the tables and lists should be 
more valuable for libraries than the 
text. 

The index is extensive, but not with- 
out inconsistencies and omissions. For 
example, anyone finding U.S. Senate 
Aviation Committees in the index and 
seeing no corresponding entry for 
House Committees might assume 
wrongly that the latter are not in- 
cluded. Throughout the book misspell- 
ings, especially of names, e.g. Fort 
Meyer, Va., are too frequent. The few 
illustrations include a Hydrographic 
Office star chart reduced to the point 
of marginal legibility. 

The book is printed in double col- 
umns of rather small type on paper 
that is poor by book standards, though 
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better than that used in other well- 
known almanacs designed for mass cir- 
culation. On some pages of the bound 
copy examined, the inside margins are 
so narrow as to affect legibility. The 
paper-covered edition was not ex- 
amined. 

In spite of the shortcomings men- 
tioned, the Airman’s Almanac includes 
extensive information of popular ap- 
peal in convenient form and at modest 
cost. It will answer more general ques- 
tions about aviation than will a single 
volume of the Aircraft Year Book, be- 
cause of the latter’s concentration on a 
single year. The Airman’s Almanac is 
recommended for libraries as well as 
for individual purchase. 


Dictionary of Word Origins; by Joseph 
T. Shipley. 26cm. New York, The 
Philosophical Library, 1945. x, 430p. 
cloth $5. 


A collection of notes on word origins 
alphabetically arranged under some 
1765 rubrics with about 4450 “see” 
references. According to the preface 
the author has selected those words in 
our language “that have origins at 
once interesting and enlightening.” 

The entries range from a few lines 
to a page in length and attempt to trace 
a given word through its various forms 
and meanings to the language in which 
it originated. This language is indi- 
cated by abbreviations such as ON— 
Old Norse; L—Latin; Gr—Greek. Lists 
of the abbreviations and the etymo- 
logical terms used appear with other 
introductory material immediately fol- 
lowing the preface. Appendices include 
lists of Doublets, i.e., “words that have 
arrived in our language by different 
routes from the same source,” Words 
from Names, and Given Names, their 
Sources and Meanings. 


While the book might save some time 
and afford some amusement as casual 
reading for the trained linguist, its 
superficiality would make it a danger- 
ous guide for the untrained user need- 
ing a comprehensive etymological dic- 
tionary. For example, the author’s 


statement that “25% of our words 
migrated along the rivers; 50% by the 
sea” is not consistent with figures 
quoted by other authorities. Mr. Ship- 
ley does not mention his source for 
these figures nor does he indicate 
whether the words counted were dic- 
tionary words or colloquialisms which 
are used in daily conversation but do 
not appear in a dictionary. He also is 
in error when he refers to zipper as 
having been coined in the 1930’s when 
the New English Dictionary Supple- 
ment shows that this word was used in 
advertisements in 1925. 

The explanatory notes which pre- 
cede the text are so brief as to be in- 
adequate, particularly in the oversim- 
plified statement of Grimm’s law of 
consonant shifting and the comment 
on the theories of the origin of lan- 
guage. In the table of abbreviations as 
in the text itself there is no indication 
that AS (Anglo-Saxon) and OE (Old 
English) are synonymous. In fact they 
are used at times as though they were 
quite different terms. In the entry 
under aard-vark, a South African ani- 
mal, the apparent derivation of “OE 
fearh from OHG farh” in tracing the 
origin of vark, is an example of the 
misleading information which the book 
contains. 

The complete entry under zipper 
quoted here is a fair example of the 
rambling style in which the material is 
presented throughout. This entry will 
repay careful study: 

Zipper—This word, coined in the 1930’s 
to name a convenient fastening device, is 
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of imitative origin. It is from zip, which 
represents the sound of cloth ripping, or 
an insect or a bullet in flight. The zipper 
moves quickly, but is supposed to prevent 
the rip. Rip is Low G. in origin, Frisian 
rippe, to tear; Flem. rippen, to pull off 
roughly; it has no connection with riparian 
(see world) though it may demand repair. 
Repair is from Fr. reparer, from L. re- 
parare, reparat—, to restore; whence rep- 
arations, from L. parare, to prepare; see 
overture. Note, however, that Eng. par 
(L. par, equal) and Eng. peer (the House 
of Peers) are Fr. pair; to repair may thus 
be to make equal again. Cp. Peep. 

To repair to a place is from OF r. repairier 
from LL. repatriare, to go back (L. re, 
back) to one’s fatherland, L. patria from 
Gr. patris. Hence also expatriate and re- 
patriation; and (Gr. patriotes) patriot. 


The book is well bound with wide 
margins, although the type, set in 
double columns, is small and the quali- 
ty of paper only fair. The main entry 
words are clearly indicated in bold- 
face. 

The Dictionary of Word Origins is 
not recommended. 


Encyclopedia of Bible Life; by Made- 
leine S. Miller and J. Lane Miller. 
24cm. New York, Harper and 
Brothers, 1944. xvi, 493p. front., 
plates, maps. $4.95. 


An illustrated source-book on social 
aspects of Bible life written by a min- 
ister and a teacher of religious educa- 
tion who, according to their statements 
in the preface, spent four years of study 
in Palestine gathering material for the 
book. 

The arrangement is alphabetical by 
large subjects covering social and 
economic conditions in early Christian 
era, e.g., agriculture, apparel, arts and 
crafts, homes, nutrition, professions and 
trades, water supply. Each general 
subject is divided into subtopics which 
are not alphabetically-arranged but are 


listed at the head of each section. 
Interspersed throughout the text are 
frequent references to Bible verses 
pertaining to a particular topic with 
additional Bible quotations at the end 
of each section. Selected bibliographies 
are included but in only a few cases 
are dates given. 

The many excellent illustrations, 
most of them reproduced from photo- 
graphs taken by the authors depicting 
rural scenes in the Holy Land, are a 
feature of the encyclopedia. 

Fourteen colored maps picturing 
ancient empires, Palestine and Jerusa- 
lem appear at the end of the volume. 
The appendix also contains a series of 
chronologies termed “date pegs” 
grouped under the ancient monarchies, 
e.g., Egyptian, Babylonian, Greek, 
Italo-Roman, Hebrew. Separate indexes 
are provided for maps and Biblical 
quotations. The fifteen-page general 
index, with three columns to the page, 
covers the main body of the text, but 
is not entirely adequate, particularly in 
cross references. For example, there 
is no reference from plane tree to 
chestnut, from acacia to shittim, or 
from fir to pine, all terms which are 
used interchangeably. The format of 
the book is good according to war- 
time standards. Paper is of fair quality; 
print adequate and margins narrow. 
Except in the indexes the double col- 
umn page has been used. 

While the book contains numerous 
minor inaccuracies, errors brought to 
light in earlier printings have been 
corrected in the third edition. Although 
its emphasis upon “popular curiosities” 
limits its scope in comparison to other 
Bible encyclopedias, the Encyclopedia 
of Bible Life will be useful for the 
abundance of information it presents in 
informal style and for its well-chosen 
illustrations. Recommended. 
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Encyclopedia of Sports; by Frank G. 
Menke. Rev. and enl. 2344cm. New 
York, A. S. Barnes and Company. 
c1944. xii, 628p. illus. cloth $3.50. 
The Encyclopedia is an alphabetically 

arranged handbook dealing with the 

background and history of sports. The 
author states in the foreword, “In pre- 
senting this book I do so as a reporter; 
not in the role of historian . . . the book 
is presented . . . to those who seek to 
know when certain games were in- 
vented, how they were developed, and 
how they have progressed since their 
beginning, according to my findings as 

a reporter.” 

This is a revision and enlargement of 
the Encyclopedia of Sports published 
in 1939. The material was originally 
gathered as a part of the author’s duties 
in writing articles about sports for 
newspaper release. In the 1944 edition 
it has been extensively revised, re- 
written and brought up to date when- 
ever possible. 

The arrangement is by subject with 
the amount of space devoted to a sport 
depending on its popularity. The ar- 
ticles range in length from several 
pages on some of the minor sports to 
seventy-three pages on baseball. A se- 
lection from the contents will indicate 
the variety of the material: Athletic 
Ages, Badminton, Billiards, Birling, 
Corn Husking, Dog Shows, Fox Hunt- 
ing, Jai Alai, Olympic Games, Walking, 
Yachting. A few of the more common 
parlor games are described. In addi- 
tion to the sports themselves, the lead- 
ing American sporting associations are 
included as well as articles about 
sports in other English speaking coun- 
tries. 

The articles are not exhaustive, but 
the outstanding historical highlights 
are generally outlined. Except where 
historical background is given the em- 





phasis is upon sports in the United 
States. Rules and procedure are ex- 
plained in some detail for major sports 
and more briefly for minor games. 
While not intended as a record book, 
the Encyclopedia will prove useful as 
such for the many statistics and lists of 
champions and winning athletic teams. 
Although there are no biographical 
articles, the author mentions outstand- 
ing leaders in his discussion of each 
sport. There naturally will be some dis- 
agreement on the author’s choice of 
these leaders. 

The figures for attendance are usual- 
ly for those of 1943 and 1944 except in 
those cases where the sports had been 
discontinued temporarily because of 
the war. In those cases some earlier 
figures as far back as 1938 are used. 

There are occasional cross references 
and see references although they are 
not consistently or systematically used. 
For example, there are no cross refer- 
ences from the general article on 
Tennis to the specific games such as 
Lawn Tennis or Court Tennis; between 
related articles such as Firearms, Pistol 
and Revolver Shooting, Rifles, Shoot- 
ing, or between Skeet and Trapshoot- 
ing. 

No bibliography or index is included. 
Although the alphabetical contents 
serves partially as an index and head- 
ings at the top of the pages help to lo- 
cate a given subject, an index would 
prove useful to bring out the varied 
material contained in the articles. 
Some obscure headings such as Athletic 
Ages, Measurements Translated, Con- 
cessions Business give little indication 
of the subject matter. 

The book is well printed and the 
paper and binding are satisfactory. The 
only illustrations used to help explain 
the text are the diagrams in the article 
on baseball. The other illustrations are 
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mostly of a humorous nature. 
Although the findings of the author 
will not agree with some writers on the 
subject, the book will be found to be 
usually accurate. Followers of sports 
and all libraries will find it useful. 
It is recommended. 


Engineers’ Dictionary; Spanish-English 
and English-Spanish; by Louis A. 
Robb. 20cm. New York, John Wiley 
& Sons, Inc., c1944. viii, 423p. $6. 


This engineering dictionary contains 
about 22,500 Spanish words and phrases 
with their English equivalents, and 
about 18,500 English words and phrases 
with their Spanish equivalents. It grew 
out of the author’s need for a vocabu- 
lary of engineering terms which would 
be based upon American English and 
the Spanish of Latin America rather 
than their European counterparts. Some 
twenty-five years of practical experi- 
ence in handling technical translations 
for an American engineering firm have 
gone into its compilation. ; 

The subject field of the volume as 
stated in the preface is the “vocabulary 
of civil engineering in all its branches, 
both in the office and on the job. Many 
mechanical and electrical terms are 
necessarily included, as well as some 
terms of geology, chemistry, and other 
sciences. No attempt is made to deal 
thoroughly with mechanical or electri- 
cal engineering or with any subject ex- 
cept civil engineering and construc- 
tion.” Sources for the Spanish terms 
include plans and specifications, en- 
gineering reports, contracts, catalogs, 
technical magazines, and textbooks by 
Latin American authors. 

Special applications of a word to 
particular fields of engineering are 
noted by abbreviations designating 
such fields, e.g. hyd, hydraulics; sb, 


shipbuilding; sm, soil mechanics. Local 
usage of special words is indicated by 
an abbreviation for the name of the 
country. No definitions or pronuncia- 
tions are given. 

The pages have two columns and the 
print is clear and legible. The quality 
of: paper and the binding in flexible, 
maroon, leatherette cloth are excellent. 

This volume is comparable to Sell’s 
English-Spanish Comprehensive Tech- 
nical Dictionary, also reviewed in this 
issue. Although much less expensive, 
it is limited to terms used in civil en- 
gineering and some closely related 
fields, while the Sell dictionary covers 
a wide range of technical subjects. The 
latter, however, does not have a Span- 
ish-English vocabulary, translating 
only from English into Spanish. Both 
emphasize the variations in the Spanish 
terms used in different South American 
countries to express one English mean- 
ing. 

The Engineer’s Dictionary is recom- 
mended for scientific or business libra- 
ries and for public libraries where 
there is demand for an authoritative 
dictionary in the field of engineering. 


English-Spanish Comprehensive Tech- 
nical Dictionary of aircraft, automo- 
bile, electricity, radio, television, air- 
craft & anti-aircraft armaments, 
aerial photographic mapping, agri- 
cultural implements, sporting, com- 
mercial terms, mechanics & machine 
tools, steam, automotive & Diesel 
engines, boilers, paints & dyes, office 
equipment, sugar mill machinery, 
petroleum, steel products; detailed 
treatment of specific technical idiom 
current in the various Spanish- 
speaking countries, and the differ- 
ences between British English and 
American English, complete cross- 
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referencing, synonyms and antonyms; 
525,000 English and Spanish technical 
terms; (by) Lewis L. Sell. 28cm. New 
York, McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 
1944. (xvi), 1477p. Maroon cloth 
$30. 


The English-Spanish Comprehensive 
Technical Dictionary was originally 
published in about thirty sections in 
two loose-leaf bindérs. That edition 
was reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin, Volume 13, page 5, January 
1942. The new edition contains basically 
the same material as the earlier one 
with the exception of some minor 
changes and additions. It is comprehen- 
sive in scope, including as the title in- 
dicates, practically all terms used in 
many technical subject fields. The 
author has used industrial catalogs, 
government publications, business re- 
ports, as well as direct inquiry to firms 
and consulates in Latin American 
countries as sources for material. No 
Spanish-English vocabulary is included. 

In each entry the most common 
Spanish equivalent is given first, fol- 
lowed by variations which occur in the 
vernacular of various Spanish-speaking 
countries with a distinguishing symbol 
for each country. Differences in British 
and American English usage are also 
emphasized. Synonyms for many of the 
terms are listed with cross references 
to the most common term. A page of 
“errors thus far discovered” has been 
appended. 

The improvement in format of this 
single-volume edition over the loose- 
leaf binders is obvious. The uneven 
color and quality of the paper used in 
the book were undoubtedly caused by 
war-time shortages of high grade 
paper. This is compensated in part, 
however, by the fact that margins are 
wide—wide enough for easy reading 





of the inner column of the page and for 
eventual rebinding of the volume. It is 
bound in maroon cloth with the title 
lettered in gold on the front cover and 
on the back. 

Although the price is high, this dic- 
tionary is an excellent reference tool 
for the subjects it covers. It is recom- 
mended for large libraries which do 
not have the earlier edition. 


Jewish Book Annual, 5706, 1945-46, 
v.4, 23cm. New York, Jewish Book 
Council of America. Sponsor-coordi- 
nator Jewish Welfare Board. c1945. 
270p. (116p. English, 78p. Hebrew, 
76p. Yiddish) front. $1.50; pa $1. 


This is the fourth of the printed 
annuals published by the Jewish Book 
Council of America. Philip Goodman is 
its managing editor with Louis Ritten- 
berg, Pinkhos Churgin, and Moshe 
Starkman, as editors of the English, 
Hebrew and Yiddish material respec- 
tively. 

An introduction by Solomon Grayzel 
states the aims and uses of the Annual: 
“The Jewish book serves as a cultural 
bridge between our past and our pres- 
ent, between our own community and 
the other Jewish communities the 
world over . . . This annual publica- 
tion tries to gather and make more 
widely known the literary products of 
the day and indicate their effects on 
Jewish life and striving . . . Readers 
will find in it expressions of judgment 
on current literature and on the influ- 
ence of past authors upon the present. 
Several of the articles herein contained 
attempt to make English, Hebrew and 
Yiddish reading Jews aware of the 
fruitful labors of their fellows who use 
the one or the other language. Other 
articles are bibliographical; by means 
of them various areas of Jewish life 
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and thought can be more fully ex- 
plored.” 

The book is arranged in three sec- 
tions, the first being written in English, 
the second Hebrew and the third Yid- 
dish. The articles in the Hebrew and 
Yiddish sections are not translations of 
the English section, but are independ- 
ent essays. In the English section a few 
of the essays are “The Book—God’s 
Blueprint,” by Bernard Heller, “The 
Heroic Element in Jewish Life and 
Literature,” by Trude Weiss-Rosmerin, 
“The Year’s Bookshelf,” a comprehén- 
sive survey of American-Jewish publi- 
cations in English for 1944-45, by 
Joshua Bloch, chief of the Jewish Divi- 
sion of the New York Public Library. 
Mr. Bloch gives in running commen- 
tary brief descriptive annotations on 
each book with its publisher and date. 
This covers about seventeen pages and 
is of interest to non-Jewish as well as 
Jewish readers, though the subjects of 
the books are all related in some way 
to Jewish interests. 

The following chapters are devoted 
to discussions of outstanding Jewish 
books of the twentieth century, recent 
Hebrew books, Yiddish books, the 
Hebrew University Press, and to the 
poet, I. L. Peretz. 

From page 87 to page 101 are twenty- 
four book reviews of important books 
of the year culled from various periodi- 
cals—signed by the critics. Such books 
as The Warsaw Ghetto, Earth and 
High Heaven, Justice for My People, 
and Germany’s Stepchildren are in- 
cluded. 

There is also a necrology for the year 
1944 and a brief report of activities of 
the Jewish Book Council. The contents 
of the Hebrew and Yiddish sections are 
summarized in English. They include 
essays on books published in those 
languages and on libraries of Hebrew 


and Yiddish books throughout the 
world. 

A list of the contributors with a brief 
identification of each is given at the 
end of the English section. 

The copy of the Annual examined 
was in paper, the print clear and well- 
arranged, and the paper was of good 
quality. 

All in all the Jewish person has in 
the Jewish Book Annual an excellent 
guide to the year’s reading on Jewish 
interests. The non-Jewish reader is 
given an insight into the program and 
activities of the Jewish Book Council 
as well as an acquaintance with current 
Jewish book production. The Annual 
also provides the librarian with an 
authoritative buying list, particularly 
in Joshua Bloch’s article, “The Year’s 
Bookshelf.” 

Wherever a guide is needed in the 
field of Jewish literature, this Annual 
is recommended. 


Occupational Information Monographs. 
12 nos. 28cm. Toronto, Vocational 
Guidance Centre, 371 Bloor St. W., 
1944-45. illus. 6c each, plus shipping 
charges. 

The Vocational Guidance Centre is a 
division of the Ontario College of Edu- 


cation, University of Toronto. The 
monographs are three- to four-page 
leaflets, each signed either by an indi- 
vidual active educationally in the field 
or by an official professional group. 
The customary vocational information 
is given in informative, concise style, 
with the latest available statistics and 
short, up-to-date bibliographies. The 
treatment is entirely adult and no 
effort is made, even in the bibliog- 
raphies, to popularize the material. 
There are apparently no other recent 
occupational monographs  cdvyering 
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Canada, except the Canadian Legion 
Vocational Monographs, which are pub- 
lished strictly for the use of veterans 
and are not released to libraries. Rec- 
ommended. 


The Pacific Islands Handbook, 1944, by 
R. W. Robson. North American ed. 
24cm. New York, Macmillan Co., 
1945. c1945. illus. maps. tables. cloth 
$4. 

This is the first North American 
edition of a yearbook which was pub- 
lished in Australia from 1932 to 1942 
under the title Pacific Islands Year- 
book. Its publication was suspended in 
1942 because of paper shortage. It is, as 
the title indicates, a compilation of data 
on the physical, geographical, ethnolog- 
ical, political, and economic aspects of 
life on the Pacific islands. 


The Pacific Islands Handbook has 
been arranged in six sections. The first 
is introductory and deals with the gen- 
eral history, populations, communica- 
tions, missions of the Pacific territories, 
and the war in the Pacific. The next 
five sections take up the islands in the 
following order: Eastern Pacific, Poly- 
nesia; Central Pacific, Micronesia; Wes- 
tern Pacific, Melanesia; Far Western 
Pacific, Indonesia; and the Non-tropical 
Islands. This arrangement was fol- 
lowed, as the author states in the 
foreword, “so as to accord with geo- 
graphical, political and ethnological 
considerations.” 


The Handbook also includes some 
special features, such as a list of Ad- 
ministrations and Administrators; a 
Chronological Summary of Discoveries 
and Acquisitions in the Pacific dating 
from 1511 to 1944; and a Chronology of 
the Pacific War from December 1941 
through March of 1944. 

The material is presented in a con- 








cise, readable style. An introduction to 
each section describes the effect of the 
Pacific war on the islands. The sub- 
divisions within each section include, as 
a general rule, statistics and interpre- 
tative text on the climate, history, phys- 
ical characteristics, finance, commerce, 
justice, defense, principal industries, 
tourists and communications, shipping 
service, railways, telegraphs and tele- 
phones, health, religion, education, 
methods of government, and the prob- 
lems of the future. There is no strict 
uniformity of topics considered under 
each group or in the method in which 
they are handled. For instance, a topic 
such as Health and hospitals is included 
with the material on the Gilbert and 
Ellice Islands but omitted from the data 
on Hawaii. However, the most distinc- 
tive features of the islands are clearly 
defined even though the topical cover- 
age is uneven. Brief sketches of the 
smaller islands within the groups give 
location, a short history, and outstand- 
ing characteristics. Location is not 
always easily determined from the 
articles on the individual islands, as in 
the case of Tutuila, whose location is 
found only by referring back to the lead 
article on the group. Cross references 
are not used. 


An index of place names has been 
provided, which covers all the island 
groups, but does not list many of the 
individual islands. This makes it dif- 
ficult to locate information on specific 
islands without knowing the group to 
which they belong. A few important 
individuals are also included in the 
index, but there are some strange 
omissions. Although the names of Paul 
Gauguin and Amelia Earhart appear 
in the index, no entry is given for Cap- 
tain James Cook, who is first listed by 
the author in the summary of dis- 
coveries and acquisitions and thereafter 
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in many tables and in the histories of 
Hawaii and the Cook islands. The 
index includes only a few subject 
entries. For example the copra industry 
is indexed but the sugar refining indus- 
try and commercial fishing are not, 
which means that a certain amount of 
searching is necessary to make full use 
of the text. The indexing, however, is 
accurate as far as it goes. 

Statistics are the most recent which 
are available in view of wartime dis- 
locations. Most of the tables close with 
figures compiled within the period from 
1938 to 1940. Where possible, as in the 
case of the Samoa territory, the statis- 
tics include 1943 data. 

Most of the maps are easily read. The 
small print on a few of the inserted 
maps is not too easily deciphered, as in 
the case of the “Map of the Gilbert and 
Ellice Islands Group.” 

The format of the Handbook is at- 
tractive, the print is large and clear, 
and the volume is well bound. 

The Pacific Islands Handbook, 1944, 
is a useful reference tool. Any defect 
in the organization of the material is 
compensated by the wealth of authori- 
tative information which the book 
contains. The Pacific Islands Handbook 
is recommended for all libraries. 


The Westminster Dictionary of the 
Bible; by John D. Davis; revised and 
rewritten by Henry S. Gehman. 24cm. 
Philadelphia, Westminster Press, 
1944. xii, 658p. illus. (incl. 35 half 
tones, 145 line drawings), 16 full- 
page maps. cloth $3.50. 


This new edition of Davis’ Bible Dic- 
tionary last revised in 1924 has been 
completely revised and rewritten in 
the light of recent Biblical research. 
The editor, who is Professor of Old 
Testament Literature at Princeton 











Theological Seminary, is generally 
conservative in his attitude. He has 
relied on the best contemporary 
scholarship but, according to the pref- 
ace, “where reputable scholars differ 
... he has concluded with a preferred 
opinion which is consistent with the 
Bible itself.” 

The scope of the book is broad, cov- 
ering the fields of Biblical history, geog- 
raphy, archaeology, philology with the 
material presented under specific sub- 
jects requiring a minimum of cross 
references. Many names of persons, 
places and terms commonly used in 
Biblical times, e.g., miter, phylactery, 
teraphim, exorcist, are given brief defi- 
nitions. Some of the countries, cities, 
Biblical personages, and books of the 
Bible are treated in longer articles. 
Citations are made to Bible quotations 
where a given term or proper name 
appears. 

Among noteworthy features of the 
dictionary are the chronologies, an 
illustrated article on versions of the 
Bible, charts of the line of high priests, 
tables listing the miracles of Christ 
and the parables, and a harmony of 
the four gospels. The inclusion of 
many minor places and persons also 
adds to the book’s usefulness. 

The sixteen historical maps in the ap- 
pendix which also appear in Westmin- 
ster Historical Atlas (see next review) 
are outstanding for their legibility and 
attractive use of color. A complete 
index accompanies the maps. 

The volume is bound in green cloth. 
The paper is thin but opaque and the 
margins are adequate. The subjects 
are printed in bold-faced type and 
pronunciation is indicated by the 
method employed in the second edition 
of Webster’s New International Dic- 
tionary. Although clearly printed, the 
type is very small. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 




















Aprit 1946 


21 





This up-to-date work contains a 
wealth of reliable information, at a 
reasonable price. It is recommended. 


The Westminster Historical Atlas to 
the Bible; ed. by George E. Wright 
and Floyd V. Filson. 40cm. Philadel- 
phia, Westminster Press, 1945. 114p. 
illus. xviii pl. (col. maps) (West- 
minster aids to the study of the 
Scriptures) $3.50. 


The findings of recent archaeological 
and geographical research in the Near 
East are incorporated in this combined 
Biblical atlas and geography which 
contains a hundred pages of text in 
addition to its thirty-four maps. 

The editors are both on the faculty 
of McCormick Theological Seminary in 
Chicago. Dr. Filson’s field is New 
Testament literature and history and 
Dr. Wright, who has specialized in the 
Old Testament, has also done archaeo- 
logical research in Palestine. William 
F. Albright of Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity and Millar Burrows of Yale Uni- 
versity were among the advisers coop- 
erating with the editors. 

Dr. Albright’s introductory chapter 
on the “Rediscovery of the Biblical 
World” explains how excavations are 
carried on, how the written documents 
are interpreted, how ancient dates are 
fixed and how sites are identified. Next 
follows a chronological outline of an- 
cient history with dates fixed in accord- 
ance with the so-called Khorsabad List 
of Assyrian Kings, published in 1942- 
43, and other up-to-date computations. 

Each chapter of the text which com- 
prises the main body of the book is 
accompanied by appropriate maps and 
half-tone illustrations. Chapter I deals 
with general geography of Palestine; 
Chapters II-VII cover the period from 
the beginning of the world of Patriarchs 


through Judah in Nehemiah’s time, 
while the remaining chapters alter- 
nate discussions of Palestine with his- 
torical accounts of the great empires 
to 4th century A.D., the history of 
Jerusalem and the Mediterranean 
world into which Christianity spread. 
Among the maps included are Relief 
Map of Palestine, World of the Patri- 
archs, Exodus from Egypt, maps of 
Northern, Central and Southern Pales- 
tine in Biblical Times, the Roman 
World, Great Empire of Israelite Times, 
Jerusalem, Journeys of Paul and Ex- 
cavated Sites in Modern Palestine. 

There are two indexes, one to the 
text and one to the maps. The index 
to the maps gives “the location of the 
sites and geographical features ... a 
topographical concordance of all places 
mentioned in the Bible . . . and modern 
names of the places where ancient sites 
are located.” This is a particularly use- 
ful feature of the book since it is not 
limited to places appearing on the maps, 
but includes many additional Biblical 
references to places not shown. 

The maps, drawn by Hal and Jean 
Arbo of Chicago and George Barrois of 
Princeton, were photographically re- 
produced by half-tone engravings. In 
pleasing colors they present “the relief 
and topography of the Biblical lands.” 
All are of sufficient size for easy refer- 
ence use. Location of cities, boundaries 
of empires and provinces, mountains 
and rivers are clearly indicated. Some 
confusion in names of seas was noted 
particularly on plate XIII. The English 
forms in parentheses are in some cases 
modern names and in others transla- 
tions of the ancient names. This is 
particularly unfortunate since two of 
the latter are similar to modern names 
for other bodies of water. For example 
the present Red Sea was known as 
Sinus Arabicus, and Arabian Gulf, the 
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form given in parentheses, is a literal 
translation of this ancient name. Simi- 
larly, the present Arabian Sea, or even 
the entire Indian Ocean, was Mare 
Erythraeum, which means Red Sea. 

The book is well bound in blue cloth 
with gold lettering. It was cited by the 
Trade Book Clinic of the American 
Institute of Graphic Arts as an example 
of superior bookmaking in its perfect- 
ly printed maps, the excellence of the 
presswork of the text and the photo- 
graphs by offset lithography. The two 
column folio page has adequate mar- 
gins and the type is of good size and 
well leaded. 

The Westminster Historical Atlas to 
the Bible provides an authoritative, up- 
to-date series of maps and articles on 
the Holy Land in Biblical times. It is 
recommended. 


Yearbook of American Labor. Vol. I. 
War Labor Policies; editors: chair- 
man, Colston E. Warne; Warren B. 
Catlin; J. Raymond Walsh; Dorothy 
W. Douglas; Constance Williams; 
managing editor, Katharine DuPre 
Lumpkin. 23cm. New York, Philo- 
sophical Library, c1945. xvii, 655p. 
tables. cloth $7.50. 


The Yearbook of American Labor is 
sponsored by The Institute of Labor 
Studies, a non-profit organization 
founded to promote labor research, and 
is designed to bring together in one 
book contemporary labor developments 
and to record the contribution of 
American labor to World War II. This 
new Yearbook should not be confused 
with the apparently defunct American 
Labor Yearbook to which it bears no 
relation. 

The first volume, “War Labor Poli- 
cies” is an attempt to analyze the poli- 
cies of American labor resulting from 





the very great changes which labor 
relations have undergone in the last 
two years. The analysis is divided into 
seven principal sections. Part I deals 
with the contemporary status of labor 
with chapters on labor legislation, 
union agreements, and labor’s strike 
record. Labor and the Government 
comprises Part II with such questions 
as union security, wage stabilization, 
collective bargaining, minimum wage 
standards, manpower and social secu- 
rity. Part III portrays labor relations 
in six industries: aircraft, coal, mari- 
time, railways, steel, and shipbuilding. 
The editors chose these “partly be- 
cause of the emergence of major crises 
in the industries . . . and partly because 
they represent novel and significant 
developments in wartime labor pro- 
cedures.” 

Special labor groups make up Part 
IV. More space is given to the Negro 
than to any other of the minority or 
special groups. Part V is devoted to 
the reactions of representatives of or- 
ganized labor to the war labor situa- 
tion. In Part VI the international rela- 
tions of American labor are dealt with; 
and Part VII is a “summary of the 
trends in organized labor for the war 
period in order to high-light wartime 
developments.” 

Each of the chapters is signed and a 
list of the contributors with sufficient 
information about them to establish 
their fitness and their connection with 
the topic immediately at hand is given. 
The editors have attempted to exclude 
prejudice or bias and where this has 
been to some extent impossible, as in 
the case of the Little Steel formula, 
labor’s objections are presented as well 
as government’s viewpoint. 

A great many valuable tables sup- 
plement information given in the text. 
For example, in connection with the 
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discussion of labor’s share of national 
income, table 15 on page 44 shows total 
income payments derived by indi- 
viduals for labor service and from 
property ownership for the years 1939- 
1943. The chapter on changes in living 
costs also includes numerous tables. 
Increased costs of food, clothing, rent, 
fuel, house furnishings between Janu- 
ary 1941—January 1944 are graphically 
illustrated on page 63. The sections 
which deal with union agreements give 
some useful statistics on estimated 
union strength. 

A particularly helpful part of the 
appendix material is the directory labor 
unions as of February, 1944 and the 
list of unions arranged alphabetically 
by industry. The appendix also in- 
cludes a chronological record of labor 
history in 1943-44 and a compilation of 
statutory citations to labor legislation. 

The articles are written in a practical 
and lucid style. They presuppose a 
good deal of information since they are 
not historical or explanatory; for in- 
stance C.1.O. is not defined. This is 
understandable since the volume is 
written for the specialist rather than 
the layman. However the book’s use- 
fulness as a general reference tool is 
limited by this treatment of material. 

Except for the binding which is weak, 
the physical make-up is satisfactory. 
The paper is good for wartime, the 
type is large and clear, subdivisions are 
plainly designated, and the tables are 
well-arranged. In the copy examined 
a few signatures were confused, with 
some duplication and a number of 
pages in reverse order. 

For the informed user, War Labor 
Policies provides an excellent resumé 


of contemporary labor conditions, writ- 
ten or compiled by actual participants 
in the formation and execution of 
policies or by specialists and experts. 


Recommended for university, large 


public and research libraries. 


Subscription Books Committee 
Open Meeting 


The Subscription Books Committee 
plans to hold an open meeting at the 
A.L.A. Conference in Buffalo to which 
Subscription Books Bulletin subscrib- 
ers and publishers of subscription 
books are invited. The meeting has 
been tentatively scheduled for Tuesday 
afternoon, June 18. Publishers will be 
given an opportunity to present prob- 
lems involved in making and keeping 
up to date various types of reference 
works and to offer comment on the 
adequacy of Subscription Books Bul- 
letin reviews from their point of view. 
The Committee hopes that subscribers 
will express their opinions regarding 
the merits and shortcomings of the 
Bulletin and suggest ways in which its 
usefulness might be increased. Dis- 
cussion from the floor will be encour- 
aged. 





MISSION fo quote a review in full 
is granted only to the publisher of 
the work reviewed. Permission to 
quote a review in part must be ob- 
tained from the American Library As- 
sociation. Publishers of books or sets 
recommended herein wishing to refer 
to the Subscription Books Commit- 
tee’s appraisal of their work should 
avoid such statements as “Recom- 
mended (or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” 
Such a statement falsely implies ac- 
tion on the part of the association. 
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